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of the war was of a kind incomparable with that in any
previous warfare.

The Germans had to fight on two fronts; on the west
against France and Great Britain, and on the east against
Russia. They hoped by a " knock-out blow " to concen-
trate their army in the west, sweep through Belgium, thus
getting round the French line, and reach Paris.

They nearly succeeded.    Though the Belgians fought
conquest hard, they could not stand against overwhelming force, and
Belgium in three weeks the Germans reached the French frontier.
They then wished to get between, the allied Franco-British
The armies to Paris.  The French sent all the troops they could
get,1 and the Germans were driven back to the River Aisne.
They were then aligned facing the French and British
armies, and from September, 1914, for the next four years,
the lines reaching from Rheims to the Vosges scarcely
shifted.    Trenches were dug, barbed wire entanglements
put up, and " trench warfare " began.

Meanwhile, in the east the Russians met with disaster,
n- They advanced into Germany, and at Tannenberg amongst
the lakes, were totally defeated (1914)*  The next spring the
The Germans followed this up, drove the Russians far back, and
Ealront established themselves on Russian territory.2

There was now a difference of opinion between military
commanders and statesmen. The soldiers wished to confine
Gaiiipoii the war to these two long-drawn frontiers. The statesmen
(1915) beijeveci tj^ trench warfare meant " stalemate " and that
we should seek to pierce the Austro-German defences in
other areas. So one attack was planned on Gallipoli, held
by Germany's ally the Turks, and another on Mesopotamia.
The object of the landing at Gallipoli was to get in touch
with hard-pressed Russia, to defeat Turkey, and thereby to
induce Bulgaria to join us. A naval attack was first planned,
bat the Turkish floating mines sank some of our ships, and

1 Many were sent from Paris in vehicles hastily commandeered.
* The Germans conquered all Russian Poland and Lithuania.